
Dear Class of 2023,

Welcome to your senior year and to AP English Literature! I hope you are ready for a year of
enriching, college-level reading, writing, and conversing. Below are instructions for your
summer reading assignment; books can be found at Half Price Books as well as Barnes and
Noble, Amazon, or local bookstores like Rainy Day Books in Fairway. It’s important that you
purchase a physical copy, because I am expecting you to annotate as you read and to bring
your book to class in August.

Careful reading and critical analysis of reputable works of fiction, selected locally by
responsible educators, provide rich opportunities for students to develop an appreciation of ways
literature reflects and comments on a range of experiences, institutions, and social structures.
Students will examine the choices literary writers make and the techniques they utilize to achieve
purposes and generate meanings. To support these objectives, this AP English Literature and
Composition Course delineates the knowledge and skills colleges and universities typically
expect students to demonstrate in order to receive credit for an introductory college literature
course and placement into a higher-level literature course (from the College Board Course and
Exam Description manual). And so we begin right away…

I have compiled the following list of choices based on their frequent appearance in the
“suggested list of works of literary merit” for the AP Lit FRQ3, and based on their offering
of at least one character who grapples with a political, social, cultural, economic, familial,
or some other form of hierarchy, and who experiences one or more internal and/or external
conflicts in response. Consider the nuances of this character’s handling of the hierarchy
and resulting conflict(s), and how this struggle informs the character’s arc, or journey,
from beginning to end.

*Please read online summaries of each (on Amazon, GoodReads, or the like) before making your
choice so that you are aware of the novel’s subject matter.

I. Choose ONE novel from the following:
*indicates a Blue Valley District-approved novel

All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr*
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini*
Going After Cacchiato by Tim O’Brien*
Beloved by Toni Morrison*
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë*
The Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan
The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri OVER→



II. Interact with your novel by annotating; this endeavor grows readerly engagement.

-write questions and comments at the top of pivotal pages

-highlight and/or underline important lines or passages where a key character grapples with a
hierarchy and subsequent internal and/or external conflict(s)

-highlight and/or underline important lines or passages where this character attempts to resolve
or successfully resolves the conflict(s).

-note other elements of importance (symbols, motifs, relevant minor or foil characters, setting
details, juxtapositions, author’s stylistic choices, etc), especially when these factors are
connected to the character you are examining.

III. Create a reading journal (handwritten, in the first section of a 3-section spiral
notebook)

Include:
a. A page of research (in bullet list form) that explains and expands upon the novel’s

background. For example, research details of your author and why he or she may have
written this particular story, the novel’s time, place, historical information, and anything
else that will aid in your deeper understanding.

b. 8-10 quotations (spread evenly throughout your novel) that best exhibit one particular
character’s struggles with a hierarchical element, how this character’s inner/external
conflict(s) build in response to this hierarchy, and what it takes for the character to
resolve the struggle.

Please copy down each quotation followed by page number; underneath each quote,
develop several sentences of analytical commentary that processes the importance of the
excerpt in relation to your focus.

All components of this journal are due on the first day of school, August 17th. Please bring your
novel on this day as well.

Any questions? Please don’t hesitate to email me at ckengel@bluevalleyk12.org.

Have a fantastic summer; I can’t wait to have you on board!
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